
Scottish Audit of Surgical Mortality

(An area of concern is where the assessor believes that areas of care should have been better.
An area for consideration is where the assessor wishes to draw the clinician’s attention to areas of care that 
he/she believes could have been improved, but recognises that it may be an area of debate.)

Study number

Assessor’s code:

PTO

1

3

Description of change made to assessor’s form	

Case note review changed to area of concern for consideration	 Yes   1

Case note review changed to no areas of concern or for consideration	 Yes   1

Area of concern or for consideration changed to case note review	 Yes   1

Area of concern or for consideration changed to no comments	 Yes   1		  		

2  

Which statement best describes the management of this case?

There were no areas of concern or for consideration in the management of this patient	  3

*There were areas for consideration but they made no difference to the eventual outcome	  4

*There were areas of concern  but they made no difference to the eventual outcome	  5

*There were areas of concern which may have contributed to this patient’s death	  1

*There were areas of concern which CAUSED the death of this patient who would have been expected to survive 	  2

*Please specify ACONs overleaf (code and text) in sections 5 and 6.  If Clinical Event only, complete section 
4 below.
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2010  /

Clinical Events

	 If major clinical events occurred which caused or contributed to the patient’s death but were not clearly 
linked to the patient’s management, then these should be recorded here.  These are listed in part two of the 
code book.  You may also add free text if you wish.  These are issues for discussion that will also be fed back 
to clinicians.  

	

	 Optional free text by assessor:

Code:  

	

	 Description of code (from book, as a backup) 

4

Reason for modifying the first line assessor’s comments:



2

First area of concern or for consideration. 

	
	 Description of code (from book, as a backup) 

	 Presentation	 Peri-Op	 Ward Care
	 Audited	 Other	 Audited 	 Other	 Audited 	 Other
	 Team	 Team	 Team	 Team	 Team 	 Team

Delays	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Communication	 	 	 	 	 	

Omission	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Commission	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Resource	 	 	 	 	 	

You may also add free text if you wish to give more detail:

Code:  

	

5

6

Second area of concern or for consideration. 

	
	 Description of code (from book, as a backup) 

	 Presentation	 Peri-Op	 Ward Care
	 Audited	 Other	 Audited 	 Other	 Audited 	 Other
	 Team	 Team	 Team	 Team	 Team 	 Team

Delays	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Communication	 	 	 	 	 	

Omission	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Commission	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Resource	 	 	 	 	 	

You may also add free text if you wish to give more detail:

Code:  

	


